AKC Code of SPortsmanslﬂiP

PREFACE: The sloort of Pur‘ebred dog compctitfvc events dates Iorior to 188+, the year of
AKC’s birth. Shared values of those involved in the sloor‘t include Prl'nc:/;o/cs of spor‘tsman-
5/71)9. Thcy are /Dracticcd in all sectors of our sport: conformation, locnformancc and com-
Panion. Many believe that these Princ:}o/es of sportsmansh/;o are the Primc reason w/y our
sport has thrived for over one hundred years. With the belief that it is useful to Per/oa’ica//g
articulate the fundamentals of our sport, this code is Prcsentcd.

. SPortsmen respect the historg, traditions and integrity of the sport of Purebred dogs.

o SPortsmcn commit themselves to values of fair Plag) l'loncstg, cour’cesy, and vigorous
comPetition, as well as winning and losing with grace.

. SPortsmcn refuse to comPromisc their commitment and o]:)ligation to the sPort of Purebrcd
dogs bg injcc’cing Personal advantage or consideration into their decisions or behavior.

e The sPortsmanjudgcjudgcs onlg on the merits of the dogs and considers no other factors.
e The sPortsmanjudge or exhibitor accep‘cs constructive criticism.

« The sPortsman exhibitor declines to enter or exhibit under aJudge where it mlght
reasonablg appear that tlﬂejudgcs Placcmcnts could be based on sometl'nng other than
the merits of the dogs

e The sPortsman exhibitor refuses to comPromisc the impartiali’cg of ajudgc.

e The sPortsman respec’cs the AKC bglaws, rules) regulations and Policies governing the
sPort of Purcbrcd dogs.

. SPortsmen find that vigorous competition and civilitg are not inconsistent and are able to
aPPreciate the merit of their comPctition and the effort of compctitors.

. SPortsmcn welcome, encourage and suppor’c newcomers to the sPor’c.
. SPor’csmen will deal Fairlg with all those who trade with them.

o Sl:)ortsmen are wi”ing to share honest and open aPPraisals O{: both the strengths ancl
weaknesses of their breeding stock.

o SPortsmen spurn any oPPor’cunity to take Personal advantage omc Positions ogerecl or
bestowed upon them.

o SPortsmen alwags consider as Paramount the welFare O{: their dog.

G SPortsmen refuse to embarrass the sPort, the
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